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12 noon Karcher
Dr. Neil Bennett

Programmers

Chairman Neil Bennett was back and led the group in
another of our *famous’ round table discussions. As is
usually the case, a wide number of topics were discussed
during the hour. One member had discovered that IBW's
Professional Debug package will MOT work if the Enhanced
Graphics Adapter 1is the ONLY display. He installed the
monochrome as a second display and everything seems to be
working OK. This led to further discussion of the EBA
and its probleas and pragrass.

The new Microsoft C compiler,
cussed. This new version is by Microsoft itself and is
not a repackaging of the Lattice cospiler. One member
reported having trouble with Lattice C when an 80287 chip
is installed. Seeas that early information on how to
test for the presence of the "2B7 chip was incorrect.

We had a further round of discussion on the capabili-
ty of diskettes written on an HC drive with the standard
340Kb drives. Several members report good luck in
reading HC produced files whenever the diskette had been
FORMATTED on the 340Kb drive,

Other matters touched on included, the INTEL Object
Format, the PC II, the flappy based XT's, TopView, and a
4 pegabyte RAM disk. This month’s seeting promises to be
just as interesting and infarmative as the last. Join us
tar hot rueors and technical tips!  farringter

Version 3.0, was dis-

9:00 am  FRoom 338

John Hall

Beginners

BASIC 9:00 as  Room 342

John Keochane

Room 343
Chris Wilde

Turbo Pascal 12 noon

Rooa 342
{open!}

Science/Engr 12 noon

This month’s meeting will be an open format, with no
particular presentatien scheduled.  We will discuss
various business topics, especially the use of Ashton
Tate’s new inteqrated software package, Framework. He
will also discuss tepics for future meetings. -Ricky

9:00 ar Rooa 337

John Helley

Assembly

EXPERIENCE LEVEL of great eajority of those whe showed
up at the last meeting {including dJohn W.) was definitely
beginner.  INTERESTS of the group varied greatly, in
terss of specific applicationsy common thread was a
desire to use assembly language whenever it provided the
best, or fastest for only) way to do somethingi people
generally want to write seall utilities to be linked into
main prograas written in higher level languages. PROBLEM
FOCUR (studying cosplete solutions to sample problems,
vs, studying different features of asseably languate in a
sequence) was agreed upon 2s the way we’ll approach itj
we'll start out with simpie preblems and get more cosplex
as we learnj before tackling the first problems, we’ll
review sope fundamentals {hex & binary numbers, address-
ing, using Debug, etc.). @ GSECOND MEETING each month
nidsay between the regular MTPCUG meetings, was proposed;
desire was to get in more time than one hr.  per amonth
without meeting toc mary hours 1in one dayi UTD seems the
most convenient location; specifics will be available
next time. BOOK LIST covering books available on assea-
bly language, complete with comments froe those who have
used them is being prepared by Dave Schlack. NEXT MEET-
IHG we'll start with {fundamentals; getting familiar with

Debug chapter in your DG5S manual would be helpful. John
C Language 9:00 an  Room 343
Sid Molte

{for a complete listing of reow assignments
and meeting times, see page 4. £d.)

Next Meeting

Karcher Auditorium,

Southern Methodist University Campus,

Mayw 25 19835

Room 100, Storey Hall

Dallas, Texas

{Schedule and Map on page 7)
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Frresidemnt" s Cornhner

John McBinty has an assembler written in
BASIC. The program creates an executable file
which is the assembler, and which may be saved.
The assembler is for the 80C85. The listing is
about 6 1/2 pages. For a copy, send a stamped,
self-addressed envelope to him at 2009 Walnut,
Brand Prairie, TY 75050,

New SI6°s

There will be two new SIB’s starting with
the May meeting. A Turbo Pascal SIG will be led
by Chris Hilde. Chris may be reached at {214}
980-4943 for more information. Sid Nolte will
lead 3 SIG for the € language. Sid mav be reached
at (214) 233-6178. For meeting place and tise,
sge the schedule elseshere in this newsletter,

Help

The User Group is still logking for a SIE
coordinator.  This position involves scheduling
516”s, finding/ replacing SIG leaders, and any
special SI6 needs. Anyvone interested should
contact me.

We also need someone to manage the Set-Up
Teae. This person will be responsible for pre-
paring any equipment needed at the main meeting:
lighting, electrical, audio-visual-tosputer aids,
ete.
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Infomart

There ic exciting news from the Dallas Coa-
puter Council! Those of you at the last meeting
may remember | mentioned the formation of the
Council. The purposes of the Council are still
being determined, but some of them are joint
neeting places, information exchange, vendors apd
special projects {such as 2 comaunity Toys for
Tots prograal.

The Council consists of two members from
each user group in the Dallas-Fort Horth area.
Member groups so far: us, Apple, Atari, Coamo-
dore, DALTRUE and Epson.  The Acting Chairman is
John McBinty of DALTRUG. Council member groups
are hardware-priented, but software user groups
won’t be left out,

The exciting news is that Council member
groups may be meeting at Infomart soon. MNego-
tiations are under way now, and include vendors,
the bookstore and the cafeteria. Also, Infomart
tenants may open for the day. The tentative
seeting schedule is the second Saturday of each
ponth from 9 AM until 3 PM. Infomart passes will
be available to all nembers of each Council user
group. You will be kept posted on new develop-
ments as they occur. There will be discussion on
the Council, its activities and Infomart at the
Hay meeting.

Stuart

FC Compatibles

Byte Magazine needs te henchmark varicus PC coapatibies,
Access to Multi-Mate is required. The machines to be
tested are: Corona, STN-PC, Sharp PC-5000, Proato Solu-
tion, Intertec portable, MAD Cosputer, Televideo Color
PC, and Visual Copauter.

Anyone interested in a free one-vear subscription to Byte
{and with access to Multi-Mate and one of the above ma-
thines! should call John Edwards at Byte {403} 924-9281,

PC Network Problems?

Having problems networking PCs to other PCs,
mini’s or mainframes? Are you using Ethernet™
or the IBM™ PC Network? Having multi-vendor
support problems? Call us. We solve these
problems.

PC Network Specialists, Inc
13109 Chandler Drive
Dallas, TX 75243

(214) 783-6313
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SOFTWARE REFPORT

A BEGINNER’S LOCK AT TOPYIEW {continued)

Protessional Editor
Script/PC

Sort

Visilalc 1.2

Nord Proof

Cther programs are installed by selecting the OTHER
category and providing information such as window size
and location, memory requireaents, etc. The distribution
package includes a phone number te call to order a free
copy of a booklet that provides inforaation on renning
other prograss under TopView.

For the initial version of what sust be a very coaplex
program, TopView works surprisingly well. The SCISSORS
option that lets you cut or copy text fros one pragras
to another worked perfectly for me for transferring a
screen of spreadsheet data from VISICAL to PERSONAL
EDITOR. It was also used to transfer the above programs
list from the ADD PROGRAM selection chart into the PC
WRITE word processor being used to write this coluan, PC
WRITE is running under a copy of COMMAND.COM loaded as a
task under TopView. Once COMMAND is activated and the
appropriate DOS proapt appears, the system acts very
tonventional,

For a concurrent processing test, a home-brew bubble
sort progras (compiled BASIC) was set up to sort the
integers from 400 to 1 into ascending order. The data
file was loaded in RAMDISK to minieize the influence of
1/0 bound pracesses. Running by itself, this prograa
takes about 70 seconds. Then two copies were started
running simultaneously. As expected, the sort time for
each was slightly more than twice as long. While the
sorts were preceeding, however, we could set alarss on
the alarm clock, display file contents, sort

- directories, etc. with little more than a perceptible

delay on a standard PC. The time sharing algorithe
appears to do 2 good job of providing time slices ta the
foreground task so the user can proceed with reasonable
speed on the immediate object of his attention.

Windows are another matter. Many programs demand the
entire screen, so  displaying multiple windows
simultaneously is really seldos possible. This will
isprove as more TopView-compatible prograss . become

~available, and for well-behaved programs the windows can

be sized, zoomed, moved, and hidden as desired.

One of my main interests in concurrent processing is to
be able ta start a communications session, request the
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downloading of a large file, and then shove the coam
program in the background to finish receiving the file
while 1 use the machine for doing something else. This
worked in the keyboard-driven mode, but with the souse
attached to its normal COM! port, the cosmunications
program reported that the COM2 port to which the modea
is attached is not available. 1 suspect that the mause
driver indiscriminately takes over all COMN ports, and
have dutifully reported this as a question to the
dealer, fnother bug lavs in waiting for the mouseless
set! the cursor scrolling keys do not work in PERSONAL
EDITOR when TopView is used in the keyboard-driven mode.
fpparently this is because TopView keeps stealing
certain keyboard hits even though control should have
been turned over to the executing application prograa.

All-in-all, TopView is an excellent way to really get am
impression of a possible direction that future operating
system interfaces could take. You can read about such
programs all day long, but the real significance of such
a program becomes obvious only when vyou make it do
something your way for you. Version 1.0 isn't perfect,
but today’s TopView is quite adequate for qualitatively
assessing the potential of doing useful multitasking on
a PL. For some users, it can be a significant time saver
and productivity toel. For those whe desand significant
concurrent processing power, TopView on a PC or (T will
show you first hand why Topiew is going to sell a laot
of AT and AT clone sachines,

TRANSTOK <tm>

This user-supported program calls itself ®a software
tool for investors weing the IBM Fersonal Computer and
The Source Unistox/StockCheck electronic data bases®.
But TRANSTOK ic more than 2 tool - it is an entire
systea that forms an  automated bridge between stock
guotes available on THE SOURCE information service and
the entire field of stock market -analysis tools that
require data input in any of 3 standard foraats.

While the program is relatively new, the quality of the
43-page docusentation file makes it obvious that this
program has the potential to be the heavyweight of its
class. TRANSTOK does the whole job.

The initial problem in automating stocks analysis is
selecting, setting up, and manipulating lists of stocks
of interest. For this, TRANSTOK provides the so-called
stub list for each of the major stock markets, and its

“included editor progras can be used to easily select
specific stocks or a sublist from the main lists. fn »



North Texas PC NEWS v

OF Lotwus '
and Symphony
{v..0r what of those multi-function packages?)
by John Kechane

Four years ago, I was program director of Dallas DPM4,
and the first program director to have budget for
bringing in speakers from other cities, My first outside
speaker was a professor of computer science who flew in
from St. Louis to speak on "Becoming a DP Entrepreneur®,
and wha himself was making many times his salary in his
entrepreneurial sideline, giving software away free, but
providing support only to those who paid his for aonthly
raintenance. His own work was on a TRS-B0. One of his
first statesents to us would-be entrepreneurs ahout our
customers, referencing the hardware, was "Don’t let thea
underconfigure®.

I think of his statesent now in relation to Lotus and
Symphony. Lotus 1-2-3 is a fantastic spreadsheet. [t is
great fun to use the slash key and see all sorts of
tunctions. One can even develop single keystroke macros.
In fact, macros can be nases by only one letter. A
nusber of companies in Dallas have decided to settle on
Lotus, and not to migrate to Symphony. These include
companies in manufacturing, in oil and gas, and in
insurance which made this decision. Perhaps they’ve made
a mistake, in underconfiguring on the software.

It is easy to make Lotus word files, into Syaphony werk
tiles. 1 did that in April, with a simple DOS copy of
DPNA.NKS {under Lotus) to DPMA.MRK for Syaphony. Mork
with the Lotus spreadsheet was described last aonth.
With Syaphony, I did everything I had done under Lotus,
plus used the word processing function of Symphony for
footnotes to amy financial statesents. When I do macros
for this work, it will be under Syaphony, which has a
different and asore cosplete macro language than Lotus.
Dne reason for sigrating to Sysphony, soomer rather than
later, is that although work files froa Lotus easily copy
over, macros do not. It aight be good to get to Symphony
right away, so that if/when users do develop macros, they
can use thee for full five functions.

Still, Syaphony has it’'s limitations, including the limit
on size of files to the 40K currently addressable by
D0S. Here's where one might want to consider the
advantage of paging out to hard disk, as necessary, se
it’s limit can be 20 megabytes or more, Alternatively,
Lotus announced in April that it and Intel have developed
an expansion board with which new versions of Syaphony
will be able to access weillions of bytes. Still another
choice is to network PCs, and as Lotus and Symphony are
both single user software, other software may be more the
choice for networks.

John &
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DISK OF THE MONTH

PD0041 {continued)

FILE NAME SIZE DESCRIPTION
DISKLABL.WRK 18944 prints out list of disk contents
INPUT  .APP 5120 range input 1-2-3 add-in
LABELS .WRK 10752 name and address labels for printer
MCA JAPP 53248 macro conversion 1-2-3 add-in
MCARI  .NRK 44800 docuaentation for sca.app
PHNBRS .WRK 5504 database using find functions
PHONE .WRK 1413 phone dialer sasple
SYSERR .APP 2048 dos error retry disable
UN1 .CCF 1536  unattended operation ccf file
EX0016

The IBN EXCHANGE diskette #16, dated April, 1985 has not
been received at press time. It should be ready at the
meeting, check for it there.

DISCLAIMER

Ne copy these programes as a service to the club and the
neabers of the club. We try to test all programs, but we
DO NOT WARRANT THE PROGRANS 1IN ANY MAY. YOU MUST DECIDE
IF A PROGRAM IS SUITABLE FOR YOUR SYSTEM. If you ask, we
will tell you what we know about any program, but the
final decision to buy and/or use these prograss is yours.
We will gladly and without question exchange an
unreadable diskette for one of the same progras.

May 1985 -

EXCHANGE

Al members of the club are encouraged to contribute
copies of public domain prograss to the club library.
For each new diskette of software contributed, you may
select any diskette in the club library in exchange. The
contributions will be reviewed before credit is issued at
the next meeting.

MAIL ORDERS

fs long as the members use it, I will fill mail orders
on the following basis. All orders must have payment
enclosed and addressed to: Doug Windhas, DOM Chairman, PO
Box 475205, Barland, Tx, 73047. Postage and handling
aust be enclosed per the following: § .50 per diskette
ordered with a $2.00 MININUM charge, and $1.00 postage
tor each catalog.

DISK DETRILS
Price: $6.00 (except 2-diskette packs $8)

Catalog Diskette (has READNE file from each diskette in
club library): $3.00 or return catalog diskette with §

Available at the meeting, before and after the general
meetings. Media: DSDD 5 1/4" diskettes formatted without
DOS (320k). Public domain software only, standard full
disclaimers. Call disk of the month chairsan Doug
Windham at 278-5321 any time (have answering machine) to
contribute new prograss for future Disk of the Honth
issues. All back issues are be available at the meeting
and by mail order {(see note above). a

BASIC Development
Svyvstem ({BDS)

This co-resident to the BASIC/BASICA editing functions by
BetaTool Systems has been reviewed and highly recoasend-
ed by PC World, Infoworld, PC Magazine {(twicel, Softalk,
Personal Computer Age and this publication (Feb 85). Some
of the easy-to-use features are! single key commands,
scrolling keys, single step trace, variable cross-ref,
"super RENUN", variable dusp and cospress.

All reviewers stress ease of use, flexibility and value
at $125 for version 3.0. However, if at least 10 inter-
ested mesbers can be found the progras can be purchased
from BetaTool for only $75 each! We already have seven.
Interested? For more information contact Ken Sager at
(214)351-5015 or 250-7011. a

Usimg LOTUS 1—2—3
for Statistics
by Marion Cutler

LOTUS is ideal for basic statistical foraulas like R, T,
Fy or Chi Square, By assigning range names to the col-
uans and using top rows to keep running totals, averages,
or counts, it takes only a minute to run one. For exas-
ple, for a quick paired t-test, insert two rows above the
range names you want to compare statistically (say
colusns A & B}, and insert two colummns for x-x {say
coluans € & D) and two for x-x2 {say E & F). [Input "8AVG
(RANGENAME) at Al and B1, and BCOUNT (RANGENAME) at A2
and B2,  Skip over to the x-x2 colusns {E1 & Fi) and
input @SUN (RANGE OR RANGENAME). Input (A$1-A3) in C3,

(B$1-B3) in D3 and copy this command as needed. Input

{C3*2) in E3 {copy) and {D3"2) in F3 (copy). In 61 you

can write the t-foraula:
(A1-B1)/(GSORT(E1+F1} 7 (A2+B2-2)),

Have fun! Marion a

2
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otherwise

Four lines free each month to mesbers
the Editor.

cost is 15 cents per word, Mail ads to

BUSINESS ANALYSIS, SYSTEM DESIGN, PROGRAMHING:
John Keohanei MBA, University of Chicagoj expert in
IBM mainframes and PLs; Business Analysis, Systeas

Design, Programaming, (214)690-B092

e —

FOR SALE: IBM Basic Compiler {manual/disk} - $125.
New B0B7 math co-processor with “matching’ 8088
leasy to install) - $125. New,never used, Orchid
Technologies LAN starter kit including two boards,
cable, and version 2.49 software - $600. Call Ron
Hayes at 6%4-4931 B8-5, or 553-0886 5-10 pa.

May 1985

= h o p

IBM PC XT w/312K Memory and 3-COM Network Board. ]
$3000. Call Chadd. 739-4492 . I

et

FOR SALE: Hitachi Color Memitor, Color Graphics

Board, Cable. Reasonable offer,
Frank Wolk 234-3600 days

##% DISK DRIVES ##+
Half Height DSDD. $67 each. (214)396-8840

IBM Junior add-on disk drives with enablinq soft-
ware $379. COMPUTER RESET, 1{214)276-BG72 {voice)
weE [(214)272-7920 BBSfDafa after May 15.1 &%

New.

Present scheduling indicates that the June meeting
will be on the third Saturday - June $5¢h. 2.

Copy deadline for
JUNE PC NEWS
is June 7!

-1 1-3

rd
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Trace86™

Symbolic Debugger & Assembler Combo

* Full-screen trace with single stepping;
Even backstepping!

* Write & Edit COM & EXE programs
» Conditional breakpoints (programmable)

Switch between trace and output screen;
Or set up two monitors

8087, 80186, 80286, 80287 support
Write labels & comments on code
Polish hex/decimal calculator
and more . . . Priced at $175.00

To order or request more information contact:

= Morgan Computing Co.. Inc.

= (214) 245-4763
P.O. Box 112730, Dallas, TX 7501

J
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Fresenmntation
Graphics
by Ricky Burke

North Texas Presentation Graphics Users Group

The first eeeting of the North Texas Presentation
Graphics Users Group will meet at Crystal’s Pizza and
Spaghetti Restaurant {on Inwood, just south of LBJ} at
7:00 pm on Wednesday, May 22nd. Anyone planning to
attend is encouraged to arrive hetween 6:00 and 6:30 to
eat dinner with the group in Crystal’s seeting rooa.

The HMay nmeeting will be primarily a "kick-off”
session, with no specific topic or presentation. In
addition to gemeral introductions, the goals ot the group
will be discussed. The group will also discuss general
techniques for producing good business graphics
presentations; especially those currently being used or
considered by those attending the aeeting. The amain
focus will be on the creation of business graphics, and
the equipsent available to display these graphics (such
as hardcopies from plotters, printers, or photographic
image recorders; or vider "slide shows" presented on the
computer monitori.

Although the group will be primarily for users
creating business qraphics on microcomputers, other
topics may also be covered. These topics might include
techniques used on mini or main-frase computers to create
business graphics, or techniques wused to create
interactive games or educational graphics.

For further
(214) 2746-5003.

information, contact Ricky Burke at

11



